Andrew Bird

Andrew Bird is a musician/songwriter. 
	Background
	Bird was born in Chicago, Illinois in 1973. By the age of four, he had picked up his first violin. He learned to play using the Suzuki Method which is learning to play an instrument at a very young age by immersing the child in classical music, striving to play by ear and going at a slow pace. When asked during an interview why he picked up the violin so young, he mentioned, “Well, it was my mother’s idea and I wasn’t averse to it. It was kind of casual, fun and games…” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7HzLsJZx-A] 

	Bird graduated from Northwestern University in 1996 with a bachelor’s degree in violin performance. At the same time, he also self-released his first album. He then went on to learn instruments such as the guitar, mandolin and glockenspiel. [footnoteRef:2] Early on in his career, he was a member of several bands including Squirrel Nut Zippers, Andrew Bird’s Bowl of Fire and Kevin O’Donnells Quality Six. Now he is typically a solo artist signed to three records. [2:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Bird] 

	Music style
	Labeling Bird with a musical style is difficult because he is so unique and eclectic. He, as stated earlier, grew up around classical music that has an influence on his music today. His style mostly ranges from folk and jazz tunes to indie/rock with a little bit of European flair. He is widely recognized as alternative, that’s how he is listed on iTunes, as well as a few other creative suggestions. I don’t really believe that it matters all that much so long as you understand his music personally. Getting to know his style through the violin solos and whistling sections, you’ll end up putting him in a category all his own. 
	Accomplishments[footnoteRef:3] [3:  http://www.andrewbird.net/bio/index.php] 

· Bird has released a total of 20 albums. 
· He has played at many well-known music festivals such as Bonnaroo, Lollapalooza, and Coachella without ever playing the same set or the same arrangement of any song. 
· He has played at Carnegie Hall. 
· He appeared on a children’s TV show as a guest who played the violin. 
· He also appeared on David Letterman and Late Night Show with Conan O’Brien.
· He aired a live concert on National Public Radio.

	Influences
	The biography on Andrew Bird’s official website referred to his musical background as, "Soaking up classical repertoire completely by ear followed by a teenage expansion into Hungarian Gypsy music, early jazz, country blues, South Indian music and more, as well as the discovery of an uncanny whistling ability.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  http://www.andrewbird.net/bio/index.php] 

	Although Bird hasn’t made it to be as famous as Michael Jackson or the Beatles, he is a great musician. His intent wasn’t to make it big even though he’s completely capable.  Even when he’s not played on the radio, he still manages to make himself known throughout certain music scenes. I am sure that he has shown many musicians how to run with your talents. The way he makes music is so much different than today’s usual artist. He demonstrates that you don’t need electronic beats and clever rhymes about ‘living in the hood’ to be appreciated. 
	Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]	“I’m really an instrumentalist who sings words and if you care to pay attention you might enjoy them,” [footnoteRef:5]said Andrew Bird to a journalist. He’s just a guy who is really talented when it comes to instruments and whistling, and would like to share his talents with those that want to listen. He has taught artists the beauty of simplicity and pure talent. [5:  http://measureformeasure.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/03/26/words-will-tell/] 
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