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TMI – Is Society Sharing Too Much Information Online?
	Do you think you could live an entire week without the convenience of the Internet? For me, it would be difficult and next to impossible. For example: this entire bibliography is a research paper done solely on the web. Countries are connected through the web, making it possible for us to communicate face to face with our distant loved ones or keep in touch with your networks with e-mail. Now, recently there has been much debate about Internet privacy and how far the fight for control should be taken. Do you want protection from fraud, hackers and vulnerability? Do you want your privileges and rights taken away as a U.S. citizen? The real question is: are we sharing too much information online?
	Having Internet protection is a good thing. It is wise to protect yourself from viruses, hackers, fraud, etc. It is also wise to protect yourself emotionally to keep your reputation. There are many consequences for too much Internet exposure. By providing too much information online, it makes it easy for someone with negative intentions to track someone down and to steal identity or provide unnecessary exposure. It is also possible to be safe with your regular online activities and still become an unfortunate victim. 
	Some believe that being introduced to a growing online community so rapidly is dangerous and should be approached with caution.  (Hauck)  There are occasions where a certain instance causes one to lose their job. The Internet is also such a big influence on younger people that there needs to be some sort of precautions to help protect them from dangerous habits. Others believe that the Internet has become such a power that there needs to be an update in current laws regarding Internet privacy seeing as the web is such a recent thing. (Cheung) One’s reputation can be damaged and can even be damaged emotionally because of the decisions of others. Society would benefit greatly from new laws and plans to place certain procedures up to protect one’s privacy.
	There are also some who believe that content posted on the web can be harmful to someone but there is not much we can really do about it. (Marie) On a social networking site called, “IsAnyoneUp?” obscene photos of real people are posted by the site owner, Hunter Moore. Many people have tried filing law suits again Moore saying that he ruined their reputation and are emotionally scarred. The law protects Moore and says that this site is completely legal because all of the photos are user submitted. The damage done by this site is enormous but it is completely legal and there is not much you can do to get your picture taken down. 
	Many people believe that the government should not be controlling things such as Internet privacy and it should be one’s choice what is posted online and what is not. Some say that government plans might work but the risks and money greatly outweigh the benefits. (Privacy and Security) We cannot really afford to have control over the web and the control isn’t completely needed. Others believe that everything should fall on the Internet user. If one chooses to go online, one should know the risks being taken by doing so.
	There is a new act trying to be passed by Congress called ‘Protect IP.’ It is supposed to prevent file sharing and protect copyrighted material posted online. It would take down websites that promote file sharing and make it illegal to contain copyrighted material on your website. This means the majority of YouTube would disappear and most popular social networking sites would be under prosecution, being responsible for user submitted material. (Protect IP) This is mostly to make sure that Hollywood earns money, which doesn’t necessarily seem to be a problem right now.
	There are many ways of dealing with protection on the Internet, but how do you decide what is the best approach for you? The best way to protect yourself is to go about browsing as cautiously as you feel is necessary. Be aware of the dangers the Internet poses and remember that not everything has a guarantee of privacy. Government plans for implementing protections might not always be beneficial and may be a little intrusive. Some might even inspire you to voice your opposition. In the end, we need some sort of protection and we need to find the find line between government protection and Internet savvy. 
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Reflective Letter
	I felt much better about this paper because I knew what I was doing. I had a good idea of what was expected. Since I chose a subject I knew a lot about already, it helped me get a grip on things as well. I like having a small part in the decision of the subject, it makes it bearable. This paper I felt was pretty successful because it was organized fairly well and contained all the proper information. Usually I feel like I’m creating a puzzle that doesn’t fit together but the picture makes sense. This time, I felt like you gave us the right tools and direction throughout the course to create a puzzle that fits and makes sense. I am happy with the outcome.
Writing Process
[bookmark: _GoBack]	I felt really prepared for the issue summary, usually I go into a paper not knowing what I am doing. I felt prepared because I had chosen a topic that was not foreign to me and the Annotated Bibliography really helped. I had done my research (extensively) and basically had to organize it into a readable presentation. Luckily, I gave myself enough time to think through the setup I wanted.
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