Fans, for the past two weeks you have been reading about a bad break I got. Yet today I consider myself the luckiest man on the face of the earth. I have been in ballparks for seventeen years and have never received anything but kindness and encouragement from you fans.
Look at these grand men. Which of you wouldn't consider it the highlight of his career to associate with them for even one day?
Sure, I'm lucky. Who wouldn't consider it an honor to have known Jacob Ruppert - also the builder of baseball's greatest empire, Ed Barrow - to have spent the next nine years with that wonderful little fellow Miller Huggins - then to have spent the next nine years with that outstanding leader, that smart student of psychology - the best manager in baseball today, Joe McCarthy!
Sure, I'm lucky. When the New York Giants, a team you would give your right arm to beat, and vice versa, sends you a gift, that's something! When everybody down to the groundskeepers and those boys in white coats remember you with trophies, that's something.
When you have a wonderful mother-in-law who takes sides with you in squabbles against her own daughter, that's something. When you have a father and mother who work all their lives so that you can have an education and build your body, it's a blessing! When you have a wife who has been a tower of strength and shown more courage than you dreamed existed, that's the finest I know.
So I close in saying that I might have had a tough break - but I have an awful lot to live for!
Lou Gehrig - July 4, 1939


Ally Sandoval
Lynn Taylor
English 1010
25 October 2011

Lou Gehrig: A Humble Goodbye to Baseball
	Do you know where the name for ‘Lou Gehrig’s Disease’ came from? Henry Louis Gehrig, also widely referred to as ‘Lou’ Gehrig, was a well-known baseball player who was diagnosed with this disease that ended his career. He grew up in New York and played major league baseball for the New York Yankees as the first baseman for seventeen years. He announced his retirement on June 21st, 1939 and gave a farewell speech a couple weeks later expressing his gratitude for the years he spent in his baseball career (Biography).  His speech conveyed the message that he didn’t deny that his retirement was sad, but he wanted to celebrate the great things that came from his career (Lou Gehrig’s Speech). Lou Gehrig was successful in conveying his message in his speech by having a well structured message and appealing to Ethos, Pathos and Logos.
	Lou Gehrig delivered a speech in regards to his retirement of his baseball career as first baseman on the New York Yankees on July 4th, 1939 in Yankee Stadium. His intent was to convince everyone that his break was not so bad because he had so much else to live for. He expressed gratitude for the time he had spent surrounded by noteworthy people and players. He pointed out how many gifts and rewards he had received. He also expressed gratitude for having a strong family to back him up and help him through such hard times. He then restated the fact that this was not a sad time for him, he had much else to celebrate.
	Gehrig gave his retirement speech on July 4th, 1939 to Yankee Stadium where crowds stood by and watched.  Even though it was meant to be a close and intimate farewell speech, it was printed in newspapers the next day for the entire country to read. It has an informal style and is generally casual. It is as if he is telling a fellow acquaintance how grateful he is for his or her friendship. Although he did not use allusions or metaphors, he did use repetition to his advantage. He frequently repeated the phrases, “Sure, I’m lucky…” when recognizing his affiliates and, “…that’s something,” when acknowledging his blessings in life. The phrases he repeated helped you to remember what the meaning behind his words was and it also helped connect the message of his speech as a whole.
Gehrig started out by mentioning in his first sentence how it was widely considered that he had it rough.  He then immediately disputed that yes, it might be true, “Yet today I consider myself the luckiest man on the face of the earth.” His closing sentence followed the same pattern, “So I close in saying that I might have had a tough break - but I have an awful lot to live for!” This was his basic setup for the appeal of Logos. The rest of his speech contained facts pointing out why his perspective of his life was the best particularly for him. He brought to light specific people and reasons that solidified his argument of a positive outlook. 
	Gehrig’s first outreach of gratitude was towards his fans for the, “kindness and encouragement.” He then went on to thank the people surrounding him such as Jacob Ruppert, Ed Barrow, Miller Huggins, and Joe McCarthy who were all a part of the New York Yankees Team. He used these professional relationships to appeal to Ethos by saying, “Who wouldn't consider it an honor to have known…” He also mentioned that he received a gift from the New York Giants, the team he described as the team you would give your right arm to beat.
	Gehrig’s most subtle but in my opinion most powerful appeal was to Pathos. He made it clear in his disputes that even though he might have had some rough times; he was not going to let everything get him down. After recognizing all the people in his career by name, he then went on to recognize his family. He expressed gratitude for his mother-in-law, parents and wife. It appeals to our emotions when someone shows so much appreciation for the things in life when the rest may seem overwhelming.  He was showing the courage and bravery that it takes to look past the hardships of life and to look towards the beautiful things that it may bring out.
	I had a change of heart after reading this speech and completely agree with the stand Lou Gehrig took because he effectively communicated each appeal to convince everyone of his argument. He used Ethos, Pathos, Logos and a well-structured speech that would melt the hearts of anyone who heard what he had to say, even if it was the Grinch. 
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	This paper I found particularly difficult. There were basically two major reasons, I had some complications with grasping the concept and I didn’t make it to class as consistently as I should have.
	I’m not really sure why I had a hard time grasping the concept, you did a great job explaining everything. I think I just had so many guidelines that didn’t really overlap, like the fact that we weren’t supposed to analyze the meaning of the text but the text itself. That was hard to work around when describing my appeals because I felt like the meaning of the text was the appeal. I also had the hardest time getting this one started. It was as if I was handed a bunch of mismatched puzzle pieces and told to make some sort or picture; I had no idea what to run with. In the end it all worked out and I feel like I have a decent paper. 
	My other problem was the fact that I had to miss class a few times which really hurt the quality of my paper seeing as I missed the peer reviews. I really wish I could have made it because I don’t know what I might’ve left out or where my strengths lie. 
	All of the class discussions about the rhetoric appeals have really helped and it has especially helped to have so many examples of text to study and compare to. 
	I’m going to be honest…I’m glad this paper is done because I didn’t enjoy it very much. I still feel like I grew from writing it because I learned to work through my confusion and put together a paper that (I hope) makes sense and follows the guidelines.
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