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A Maturing Industrial Society


The origin of the economic developments started with the introduction of canals, roads and railroads. They helped the trade market and goods were easily accessible
. The entire country had taken on these changes and soon began to improve upon those. Mass production was soon introduced. The country developed a need for more materials such as textiles, railroads and trolley lines, machinery, and construction materials. The price for such materials began to decline because it was easier to produce and transport items such as these
. The need for money was also beginning to be met by banks
. America’s workers were needed in a higher demand because the increase in manufacturing brought an increase in jobs. The advancement also made the jobs easier to do—thus decreasing the need for skilled workers
.


Political leaders started to resort to less dramatic, more modest power. There was a crash in the stock market that triggered fear and contention among the population. Two sides formed; the wealthy and hosts of monopolies, and the laborers, farmers, and merchants. This was when the populist party came about. 


Cities used to be a center where goods were bought and exchanged. It was turning into places where factories resided, people lived and populations rose. Factories were the main reason for urbanization because it brought workers in one spot, a place to find work. Geographic concentration of industry meant urban growth
. New York had been a center for immigrant workers and soon ranked as the nation’s largest manufacturing center
. The first problem that arose from urbanization was overcrowded cities. They became too big for travel, and business was too hard to accomplish. Nature started to fade in the large cities and building was happening too fast to try and plan cities well
. 


Starting in the 1900s, the most dominant power was with the white American male, or white supremacy. Throughout industrialization and the progressive era, women’s rights began to be voiced. Women had started to work in factories alongside men, and eventually with the same pay. There was a struggle among the Supreme Court where they debated the difference of men and women, seeing that “women need some special care, protection and privilege.”
 They had gone from being known as the nation’s “social housekeepers,”
 to having equal rights to men. Racially, there was also a battle as racism was still prevalent in the United States. Political leaders still leaned towards segregation and white over colored even though it wasn’t always voiced. Booker T. Washington was famous black leader who gave speeches towards equality. He also worked towards helping the black community by diminishing Jim Crow laws and what not. He worked towards black economic progress
. The beginning of equality was in the North and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People was formed
.


America’s economy had grown significantly because of its advances in technology and industrialization. It began to rank highly along with Europe
. It triumphed in the Spanish-American war by seizing prized land and actually overstepping it’s goals by seizing the Philippines as well. It raced towards dominance by constructing the Panama Canal and dealing with foreign affairs in China
. It tried to bestow the open door policy until war broke out in Europe and America watched from the sidelines.
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